
 

Dear Councillor Cook, 

Combatting Air Pollution in Putney – time for our own ULEZ  

The Putney Society has continued to consider the issue of excessive levels of air pollution in  

Putney High Street, and especially the levels of Nitrogen Dioxide (NO2) which seem only to fall below EU limits 

when traffic is minimised, such as when Putney Bridge was closed last year or when the annual cycle race takes 

place.  

The obvious conclusion is that either traffic volumes must fall substantially or traffic must be made much 

cleaner for there to be meaningful and lasting change.  

We conclude that a different, more radical, approach is needed in Putney. We believe we should have our own 

ULEZ (Ultra Low Emission Zone).  

At our recent members’ open meeting we heard from TfL’s John Barry, Head of Network Development, Surface 

Transport, about their plans for their bus fleet and what changes there might be to the buses using Putney High 

Street. The buses’ contribution to NO2 is falling thanks to the improvements we have all been pressing for but our 

concern now is that the rest of the traffic will continue to generate NO2 exceedences however clean the buses 

become.  

On average, current levels of NO2 are still about two and half times EU limits and there is the additional risk that 

new property developments could worsen the ‘canyon effect’ which traps air pollution at street level. We hope of 

course that the Council will be able to use Atmospheric Dispersion Modelling System (ADMS) analysis to request 

changes which will minimise this risk. 

TfL also reported on the further improvements they are planning for the bus fleets on our local routes. We find it 

significant that these plans are being influenced by the need to plan ahead for the arrival of the ULEZ by 2020. 

New investment in Euro VI buses will be prioritised for those routes (14, 22 and 74) which will enter the planned 

ULEZ.  

Hence our conclusion that should have our own ULEZ, extending not only to the High Street but also neighbour-

ing roads such as Oxford Road, itself in danger of becoming a rat-run with rising pollution levels. Indeed we would 

also argue that higher polluting diesel vehicles need to be banned, not just be charged and allowed to continue on 

their way. If the Council is truly serious about addressing the dangers of air pollution – medically now beyond 

doubt with latest estimates of annual premature deaths being 7,500 or 177 proportionately for our borough – then 

a local zone should be brought in much sooner than the leisurely 2020 target date for the central ULEZ.   

In such a scenario not only would TfL be forced to clean up ALL its buses on local routes but other higher pollut-

ing vehicles would be deterred from using our High Street. The London Assembly recently described the Mayor’s 

proposals as “too little too late” and proposed that London boroughs be offered the opportunity to opt-in to a larg-

er contiguous zone as part of the Mayor’s consultation on the 2020 scheme. Four London councils, including 

Wandsworth’s partner in “Love Clean Air South London”, Southwark, support this and have called on the Mayor to 

“strongly consider widening the zone and increasing it”.  

We understand councils have the power to impose stand-alone ULEZ zones in high-risk locations. Clear-

ly, this could be a dramatic benefit to both Putney and other locations in the borough with pollution 

hotspots. It would also do away with the annual press focus every January on Putney High Street  

breaching its annual allowance of NO2 exceedences and instead we could be the subject of a good news story.  

The air quality challenge in London can ultimately only be met through collective action but bold action by individ-

ual councils can have a powerful effect. We applaud the Council’s leading role in the campaign for cleaner  

buses and we applaud its determination to address our air pollution problems by introducing measures such as 

improved delivery lorry regulations, but we believe these will have only a marginal effect on NO2 levels. The  

considerable risks to public health will thus remain indefinitely without more radical action.  

We trust our proposal will be given serious consideration and we are as always ready to sit down for a more  

detailed discussion of the problem and proposed solutions.  

Yours sincerely  

Jonathan Callaway, Deputy Chairman, Putney Society  
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